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Quiet, trouble-free line 
joints are easily made on communication lines with the | 
Nicopress Method of Splicing. 


| 
The completed splices are neat, small in diameter and | 
exceed the rated breaking strength of the wire. 

































Working on the poles or on the ground, any lineman will | 
make the splices in double quick time with an easy-to 
operate, convenient to handle Nicopress Tool. 


From any oe yee security, econ- 
omy—Nicopress will meet your splicing 
requirements. 


Order from your jobber today. 
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Jelephone Industry Needs 
Simplified Qrionity. Ati 


HE TELEPHONE industry is waiting patiently for its new individual 

priority rating order for maintenance and repair materials which we 

understand has been in preparation since it was pointed out to Wash- 
ington officials some time ago that the present P-100 “catch-all” prefer- 
ence rating—under which the telephone industry is placed—contained 
ambiguities which made it impossible for the industry to fully comply 
with the order. 


Almost every day, for the past few weeks, TELEPHONY has received 
at least one inquiry as to when the new preference rating for the tele- 
phone industry would be issued, many stating that they were afraid to 
use the present P-100 rating in its present form. All we have been able 
to say is that we understand the WPB is working on the order and that 
it is scheduled to be released at any hour. 


This story is becoming somewhat old to the telephone industry—both 
the operating and manufacturing branches—whose services are so vital 
to the execution of the war and civilian defense and which is endeavor- 
ing to convert and fit its facilities into the general emergency pattern. 


Frankly, it is difficult to understand why there is such a long delay 
in preparing and releasing a simplified, streamlined and workable prior- 
ity rating plan for the telephone industry which will permit it to reach 
its maximum production in the shortest possible time. In our opinion, 
the telephone industry from the beginning has not received the consid- 
eration which it deserves in the matter of priorities, and as long as 
delay and the issuing of ambiguous priority orders, that cannot possibly 
apply to the industry, continues, the industry cannot be expected to meet 
its obligations with maximum efficiency. 


WPB now has an efficient organization in the Communications Branch 
capable of preparing a simple, workable priority plan for the telephone 
industry and we think this branch should be allowed to function in this 
regard. We do not know the status of the proposed priority telephone 
rating but we suspect it is lying on some WPB official’s desk waiting for 
another re-writing. We hope that when the order does come out it will 
not be as complicated, ambiguous, and unworkable as the P-22 and the 
P-100 rating orders. 


The Communications Branch is to be commended for the start it has 
made in straightening out the priorities “red tape” for the telephone 
industry. This, no doubt, is the result of the practical approach to the 
problem by Branch Director Leighton Peebles and the experienced tele- 


phone men in the telephone section—Messrs. McCurdy, Lumpkin and 
Brorein. 


Preparation of the telephone priority order should be left to these 
men who know the telephone business, so that the industry will have a 
clear-cut, understandable plan under which it can continue to function 
at its highest efficiency. Certainly, they are more qualified to do the 
job than non-telephone men and theorizing experts and lawyers. 








CIVILIAN DEFENSE BASED 
Upon. Jelephone Service 


HE INTENSIFIED civilian de- 
T tense preparations since the start 

of hostilities on December 7 have 
confirmed earlier experience that 
effective communications are vital 
and that the telephone will be the 
basic medium of communication. In 
territories previously active in 
civilian defense, telephone companies 
have been very helpful in the selec- 
tion of telephone communication 
arrangements. 

In view of recent developments it 
is, of course, important that tele- 
phone companies keep closely in 
touch with the work of the civilian 
defense councils in all parts of the 


PART 


recommending type of telephone equipment and service 


to be used by various units 


OCD urges telephone companies to have representation 


on local councils in order to advise on communications. 


possible way with them in the de- 
velopment of their telephone plans. 
In this connection, a forthcoming 
pamphlet of the Office of Civilian 
Defense recommending a system of 
operations control will urge defense 


|. This is the first of a series of three articles 





in over-all civil defense plan. 


committees and include 
company representation. 

In consultation with OCD the fol- 
lowing notes have been assembled 
for the use of telephone companies 
so that they may effectively assist 


telephone 
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EXHIBIT A. Air raid warning signals. 
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groups involved, such as hospitals, 
utilities, and large industrial defense 
plants. Suggestions are offered 
which, it is believed, will be found 
useful for determining telephone 
arrangements flexible enough to per- 
mit rapid expansion utilizing exist- 
ing telephone service facilities to the 
fullest extent practicable and keep- 
ing use of private lines and special 
equipment to the minimum con- 
sistent with effective defense 
operations. 

A standard communication plan 
does not seem practicable at this 
time as requirements will vary de- 
pending upon existing communica- 
tion arrangements and the location 
of the community. 

Telephone companies everywhere 
may be of real service to the civilian 
defense authorities. It is important 
that telephone companies inform 
OCD they will be glad to assist in 
selecting the best telephone service 
arrangements for defense. 

The term “civilian defense” re- 
fers to activities of civilian authori- 
ties in connection with air raids, 
sabotage, evacuations, etc. It does 
not include the operations of Army 
Aircraft Warning Service which end 
at the Air Raid Warning District 
Centers at which point the civilian 
defense authorities take over the 
further transmission of warnings. 

The extent to which civilian de- 
fense activities are undertaken will 
vary depending upon the location and 
type of the community. Communica- 
tion arrangements will vary accord- 
ingly, but they should be flexible 
enough to facilitate rapid expansion 
or other modification in the event 
the situation changes. Communica- 
tions will play a vital part in civilian 
defense and the telephone will no 
doubt be the basic means of com- 
munication as outlined by the OCD. 

In addition to its dependability, 
telephone service is rapid, con- 
venient and flexible. Furthermore, 
it provides positive indications that 
warnings, orders and other impor- 
tant messages have been received. 
This acknowledgment is usually con- 
sidered desirable by defense au- 
thorities. 
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Each state conducts its own 
civilian defense work and local au- 
thorities administer local operations. 
OCD is a national advisory and 
planning organization and operates 
mainly through nine regional offices 
coterminous with Army Corps Area. 
A director is in charge of each 
region and a liaison officer from 
Corps Headquarters is assigned to 
his staff. 


The Interceptor Commands are 
also involved since they operate the 
Army Air Raid Warning Service and 
establish the Warning District Cen- 
ters and provide the telephones over 
which Army air raid alarms are re- 
ceived at these centers. 


The initial step to be taken by any 
community in organizing for civilian 
defense is the formation of a civilian 
defense council with committees in 
charge of such activities as fire and 
police protection, medical aid, trans- 
portation and communications. The 


council plans the defense activities 
to be undertaken, considers local 
requirements and the need for co- 
operation between communities and 
with the estate. 

Decisions must be made as to the 
types of incidents for which the 
community wishes to provide, their 
effect and what action such emer- 
gencies require. This shall include 
the need for supplementing existing 
agencies such as police, fire, utili- 
ties, Red Cross, etc., by new ones 
such as air raid wardens, fire and 
police auxiliaries and control cen- 
ters. 

There are also various stages of 
preparedness which must be con- 
sidered. For air raid protection 
there could be the “planning” stage 
which exists largely on paper with 
the personnel in training but in 
readiness for mobilization or prac- 
tice. The next or “stand-by” stage 
is more highly organized with some 
key posts named. By this, we mean 
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EXHIBIT B. Diagram of military air defense communications. 
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EXHIBIT C. Suggested local civilian defense organization. 


locating warning telephones at speci- 
fied points with someone in con- 
tinuous attendance to start the 
defense machinery moving. The re- 
maining personnel is mustered for 
duty when incidents are expected or 
tests are made. Finally, there is the 
“all-out” stage, using a permanent 
staff on continuous duty. 


Communities might adopt any one 
of these arrangements or pass from 
one to the other. Telephone arrange- 
ments would vary correspondingly, 
i.e., from the use of the existing 
telephone service of public or private 
agencies to the provision of special 
telephone service and practices solely 
for civilian defense purposes. For 
the present, it does not seem that 
one telephone arrangement can be 
suggested for general use; however, 
the following general considerations 
seem pertinent: 


(a) To use regular message tele- 
phone service, wherever practicable. 
Due to its speed and flexibility, this 
service adequately meets most civilian 
defense requirements and will ordi- 
narily prove the most economical form 
of service. Due to increasing demands 
upon the communications systems, it is 
in the national interest not to take 
facilities from the message toll plant 
by using intercity private telephone 
lines unless considered necessary to in- 
sure the effective functioning of de- 
fense. The same considerations apply, 
although to a lesser degree in some 
areas, to local private line service. 


(b) To use standard telephone 
12 


equipment insofar as possible. Specially 
designed telephone equipment is rarely 
needed. Standard equipment is gen- 
erally less expensive, is simple, easy 
to operate and readily available with 
no waiting for special development 
work or manufacture. 

(c) To utilize existing telephone 
facilities wherever practicable. Addi- 
tional telephone facilities may be in- 
stalled only when it is certain that 
existing equipment will not meet cer- 
tain requirements. For example, these 
notes suggest that wardens use evzist- 
ing telephones in their sectors instead 
of installing special facilities for them. 

(d) To plan for “all-out” defense 
requirements, but to order service for 
it only as the community organizes for 
it. In the interim, telephone arrange- 
ments can be suggested which will be 
satisfactory for practice or emergency 
use. 


Following are suggestions with 
reference to telephone arrangements 
for various civilian defense activi- 
ties with information regarding the 
conduct of these activities necessary 
for an understanding of their com- 
munication needs. Where experience 
in a specific locality is cited, it 
should be considered as illustrating 
how communications can be used to 
meet specific situations and not as 
necessarily indicating that the plan 
of operation used is recommended by 
OCD. Representatives of telephone 
companies should, therefore, keep in 
touch with the OCD pamphlets, par- 
ticularly the one entitled “Control 
System.” 





General Organization for 
Air Raid Warning, Protection 


The Army will initiate warnings 
to communities lying in the path of 
approaching enemy aircraft in time 
to enable them to prepare for possi- 
ble attack. Owing to the speed of 
aircraft and the uncertainty of their 
course, this requires the warning of 
rather large areas. There are also 
four types of warning, YELLOW, 
BLUE, RED, and WHITE. (See 
Exhibit A). 


Warning Districts are established 
in each state where air raid pre- 
-aution is considered necessary. 
The size of districts may vary from 
time to time based upon military 
expediency. Since the Warning 
Centers transmit the Army’s warn- 
ings to other communities, they are 
usually located at toll center points 
in order to facilitate rapid tele- 
phone communication and _ utilize 
the most efficient telephone facili- 
ties and alternate telephone rout- 
ings. 


In each local community, warn- 
ings are received at a specially 
designated telephone at a Local 
Control Center. The Local Control 
Center warns the community and 
musters the air raid personnel for 
duty. It also receives reports of 
incidents and orders out rescue and 
repair crews. Exhibit B indicates 


(Please turn to page 27) 
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Approved Maintenance Practices 


By DANIEL SEITZ 
Cable Superintendent 


York (Pa.) Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


HE gas pressure method may 

also be used to advantage in the 

repair of sheath breaks, ring 
cuts, etc., on aerial cable. The gas 
should be admitted at a sleeve and 
soap suds should be applied along 
the entire cable in the suspected 
area or at points where there is 
visual evidence of damage to the 
sheath. This method will be found 
most helpful in locating sheath de- 
fects which would not otherwise be 
detected. 

Gas testing also is especially de- 
sirable for use on aerial cables where 
blasting or other operations have 
caused many small cuts or stone 
bruises and it is difficult to determine 
the extent of each injury. Such 
damage is usually confined to one 
or, at most, several spans of cable 
and the whole damaged area may be 
tested in a short time, eliminating 
all subsequent cable failures. 

Cable failures caused by moisture 
entering at sheath defects may be 
held in check until the trouble is 
located and repaired by admitting 
gas to the area where such sheath 
defects are suspected or known to 


PART XV. 





In this installment the author continues his 


explanation of the use of nitrogen gas in testing cable 


for trouble. The preceding article on the same subject 


appeared in the February 21 issue. 


be located as indicated in Fig. 1. 
Conventional type cable terminals 
are not generally gas tight, but they 
will be found to leak so slowly that 
a pressure may be built up over a 
large area. Gas escaping at the 
sheath defect prevents further mois- 
ture from entering at that point. 
The escaping gas will also have a 
tendency to dry out the moisture. 
Telephone companies which, for 
economical or other reasons, reuse 
cable recovered from the plant will 
find pressure testing of great value. 
Recovered cable may be placed under 
pressure while in storage, if desired. 
If the pressure readings which have 
been taken at least 24 hours after 
the initial installation of the gas 
check with those taken immediately 
after the gas was admitted to the 
cable, it will be safe to assume that 


no sheath defects exist. It also is 
desirable to leave the cable under 
pressure while it is being pulled in 
and then to check it again. 

When placing a number of spliced 
sections under pressure a_ valve 
should be installed so that pressure 
readings may be made at the distant 
end of the cable from the point 
where the gas is admitted. This ar- 
rangement is necessary to determine 
the leveling off or equalization of the 
pressure. The muslin choker placed 
at the end of the sheath in splices 
together with the paraffin will re- 
tard the equalizing process consid- 
erably. 

Gas should be admitted at one end 
of the section under a pressure of 
from 15 to 20 pounds and then wait 
until the gauge at the distant end 
reads 10 to 15 pounds. After several 
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Sketch showing how cable failures may not only be detected but held in check by use of gas. 
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Fig. 2. Graph showing pressure gradient with sheath defect between valve D and E. Note bubbles at defect in cable. 


hours, the readings at both ends of 
the cable section should be equal. 
The end where the gas was admitted 
will drop while at the distant end 
an increase will be noted. For exam- 
ple, just after the flow of gas is dis- 
continued, the end where it enters 
will read 15 pounds and the distant 
end 10 pounds. Later, when the gas 
has leveled off, both should read 
about 12.5 pounds. If the pressure 
does not equalize a sheath defect may 
be the cause. 

Change in pressure caused by 
change in temperature must be con- 
sidered when analyzing the readings 
in accordance with the following: 


(1) No leaks are indicated when 
the reading of each end is equal and 
is the same as the initial, leveling-off 
reading. 

(2) A leak near the center of the 
section or one in each half section is 
indicated when the readings at each 
end of the cable are equal, but lower 
than the initial reading. 

(3) Non-equalized pressure is indi- 
cated by unequal readings, but is ap- 
proximately the same average as the 
initial reading. This is probably caused 
by an obstruction, usually paraffin or 
a choker, retarding the flow of gas. 





(4) One or more leaks near either 
valve showing lowest pressure is indi- 
cated by unequal readings at the valves 
with the average below the _ initial 
reading. 


If these characteristics are not 
clearly indicated by the readings and 
their interpretation is questionable 
another set of readings should be 
taken after 24 hours have elapsed. 
It is most important that all read- 
ings be taken in the same sequence 
each time and at approximately the 
same time interval. This is neces- 
sary in order that the readings may 
approximate the true pressure inside 
the cable. The readings should all 
be taken in as short a period of time 
as possible. 

In order to obtain more accurate 
locations of sheath faults, valves 
should be installed as illustrated in 
Fig. 2 and the readings plotted ac- 
cordingly. The distance between the 
valves may vary, but it is necessary 
that their location be carefully 
plotted and that at least two valves 
be located on either side of the 
faults. Gauges for taking these read- 
ings should be graduated in ounces 


Fig. 3. Sheath opening 

with conductors bal- 

looned when building 
gas dam. 


or even fractions of ounces for 
greater accuracy. 

By referring to the graphs of 
Fig. 2, note that the pressure read- 
ings at valve “A” to “G” were plotted. 
If these points are connected by a 
straight line it may be seen that the 
gradient will change at the defect 
and that a drop in pressure is noted 
at the end points from that of the 
initial readings when gas was first 
admitted to the cable. Also, the end 
nearest the defect will read lower 
than the opposite end. The differ- 
ence in pressure is in proportion to 
the size of the hole. The larger the 
hole, the greater the difference in 
pressure at the defect as compared 
with the other pressure readings. 


When the approximate location of 
the defect has been determined by 
the above method, soap suds should 
be applied to the suspected area and 
the actual fault located by watching 
for bubbles. Sometimes, the hiss of 
escaping gas may be heard while 
walking near the cable. When locat- 
ing faults by the gas method, never 
permit the pressure to exceed 25 
pounds or drop below five pounds 
when applying soap suds. 


Many telephone companies main- 
tain important cables such as toll, 
submarine, or even special sub- 
scriber’s cable under constant gas 
pressure. The fewer the terminals 
on a cable, the easier to maintain it 
under gas pressure. A new cable 
also is more readily made gas-tight 
than one that has been in service 
for a period of time and minor de- 
fects have accumulated which will 
permit gas to escape, but are not 
sufficiently large to admit moisture 
in a quantity to cause failure. 


Toll cables of considerable length, 
when used to connect two offices, are 
generally sealed at the office en- 
trances and at intervals along the 
line. There are various methods of 
constructing the necessary dams to 
prevent the flow of gas beyond the 
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limits desired. A toll cable with a 
le. gth of sheathing removed and be- 
in boiled out with the same wax 
that is to be used to fill the sleeve 
is shown in Fig. 3. 

There is a synthetic wax especially 
prepared for cable sealing which 
proves more satisfactory than bees- 
wax and which will soften under 
certain conditions and permit the gas 
to escape. The ends of the sheath 
should be flared ball shape to avoid 
injury to the insulation as a muslin 
choker cannot be used since it would 
prevent the wax from permeating 
the cable beyond the sheath opening. 

Before applying the hot wax, the 
conductors should be ballooned to a 
size slightly smaller than the sleeve 
and the individual pairs separated 
as much as possible. Hot wax is 
poured over the ends of the lead 
sheath adjacent to the opening for 
at least six inches in either direction 
until the cable is thoroughly heated. 
Then proceed to saturate the exposed 
pairs thoroughly with hot paraffin. 
The ballooned conductors are per- 
mitted to remain in this position and 
the sleeve is placed over the opening 
in the usual manner. Muslin wrap- 
ping should not be used. 


A hole must be made in one end of 
the sleeve for filling with hot wax 
and a fitting for attaching a grease 
gun should be installed at the other 
end. Both must be left open while 
pouring the wax. The pouring should 
be repeated several times until the 
shrinkage practically ceases. Next, 
close the hole left for pouring and 
float over with solder and attach a 
grease gun to the fitting provided 
for that purpose as shown in Fig. 4. 
Warm liquid should then be forced 
into the sleeve with the gun until 
there is no further evidence of 
shrinkage. 


The expansion gauge shown in 
Fig. 4 is not an absolute necessity 
but by using it the sleeve may be 
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Fig. 4. Pressure gun and 
expansion gauge at- 


attached to sleeve. 


filled to capacity with safety. Great 
pressure may be exerted by the gun 
and unless extreme care is exercised 
objectionable expansion of the sleeve 
may occur. This final pressure filling 
of the sleeve is very important if a 
satisfactory job is to be obtained. 

The length of sections to be main- 
tained under constant pressure de- 
pends on individual local conditions. 
Short sections will permit greater 
speed in fault location. The installa- 
tion of permanent pressure gauges 
fitted with electrical contacts in each 
section and the connection of these 
by a cable pair to the central office 
will provide an alarm which will in- 
dicate when the pressure has dropped 
below a predetermined value. 


Cables maintained under constant 
pressure require the replenishment 


Filling sleeve with hot 
wax through small 
opening in sleeve. 





of gas occasionally just as automo- 
bile tires require addition of air 
although no leak may be apparent. 
A maximum pressure of from five to 
seven pounds of constant pressure 
on cables will usually be found ade- 
quate. If excessive pressure is main- 
tained continually, it will have a 
tendency to expand sleeves, damage 
their seams or otherwise cause 
trouble. 

When making tests on individual 
lengths of cable, the pressure should 
not exceed 25 pounds and there is 
no point in applying more than is 
necessary to locate a fault. Sub- 
scriber’s cables or combined toll and 
subscriber’s present a more compli- 
cated problem because each terminal 
provided for connecting the sub- 
scriber’s loops must be sealed in ad- 
dition to the gas dams used at the 
ends and to sectionalize the cable. 
Gas tight terminals are now being 
developed and a few are actually in 
use. When terminals of this type 
become available, the maintaining of 
subscriber’s cables under pressure 
may be easily accomplished. 

Telephone service is being con- 
stantly improved and nitrogen gas, 
when properly applied, affords a 
means of greatly reducing the num- 
ber and extent of moisture cable 
failures. When ways and means are 
devised for maintaining all tele- 
phone cables under constant pres- 
sure, the ultimate in protection of 
lines from failure because of mois- 
ture will have been attained. 


(To be continued) 





HE COPPER situation, in case 
‘Tee have not heard, is mighty 

tight—and getting tighter. We 
have reached the point where we 
have actually got to count pounds. 
We have reached the point where 
every new industrial nose which gets 
under the priority tent means that 
much less for the rest of us who are 
already on the inside. (Or are we?) 


We’re not talking about new con- 
struction or plant expansion now. 
That’s out—unless it’s a war order, 
in which case it’s up to the govern- 
ment to give with the necessary 
project rating to do the job. No, 
what we are now talking about is 
plain, ordinary repair and mainte- 
nance. Before the year is out, it 
may actually mean the difference be- 
tween keeping the service going or 
throwing up the sponge in some 
places. 


So let us take another look at the 
priority situation. It is not official 
at this writing (and your corre- 
spondent may be sticking his neck 
out by. mentioning it), but a little 
bird has been telling around Penn- 
sylvania Avenue that the telephone 
industry is going to get its own spe- 
cial repair and maintenance priority 
rating order from WPB. It will be 
an A-3. 


This is all to the good. Such a 
special priority order will permit the 
telephone industry to escape from 
that tattered catch-all, P-100. It is 
something long needed and consid- 
erably overdue. You may recall that 
this writer has been barking up that 
particular tree for weeks. 
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the Nation's 
Capital oy 


By FRANCIS X. WELCH 
Washington Correspondent for TELEPHONY 


A-3 and better priority ratings should be granted spar- 
ingly to key industries so as to conserve critical materials. 
. . « Mr. Welch believes WPB, in too many cases, has 


given high ratings to industries and organizations not 


needing them. 


. . . Predicted last week's telephone ration- 


ing order is forerunner of more stringent rulings. 


But don’t cheer too loud. There’s 
company — too much company per- 
haps —in the same tent. First of 
all, the same little bird (let us hope 
he’s not one of those Starlings) has 
whispered that the gas, electric and 
waterworks are getting a new ver- 
sion of their special P-46, This re- 
juvenated P-46, will give the other 
utilities an A-3 also, for repair and 
maintenance. This much was to be 
expected. It is only common sense 
to put all the regular community 
utility services in the same preferred 
class. 

But there is more company on this 
A-3 repair and maintenance. In the 
very order affecting telephone com- 
panies—which is expected any day, 
almost any hour—similar provisions 
are scheduled for other communica- 
tions services: telegraph and cables, 
and radio broadcasting. Radio 
broadcasting maintenance has a rel- 
atively big appetite for copper. But 
they say it is quite necessary for 
the morale. So that’s that. 

There are other industries — all 
essential—which have been sharing 
the now debased A-10 rating of the 
utilities for repair and maintenance. 


How many of these will the WPB 
allow to grab off higher ratings, 
now that suppliers are beginning to 
refuse A-10 rating orders involving 
copper? Probably only a small frac- 
tion of the multitude of enterprises 
which are now under P-100 will get 
promoted to A-3 or anything like it. 
But much depends on the strictness 
of WPB’s examination of even those 
few industries which pass muster 
for promotion. 

The copper situation is as tight 
as that. Mining, steel, and chemical 
industries, canning factories, loco- 
motives and commercial air lines— 
these industries are all heavily in- 
volved in war work. Their right to 
priority promotion—with the possi- 
ble exception of canning—can hardly 
be disputed. Some of them are 
clearly entitled to preference even 
over the public utility industries. 

The important thing now is to 
lock the door against the thundering 
herd of other industries. All of 
them will be clamoring for an A-3 
as soon as the public utility orders 
are released. And if very many of 
them succeed in getting A-3, it will 
only be a question of time before 
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A-3 is just as unsatisfactory as A-10 
is right now. 

If, on the other hand, by intelli- 
gent influence the Communications 
Branch and the Power Branch of 
WPB—along with steel, chemicals, 
and other essentials—can hold the 
priority fort against gate-crashers 
and Johnnie-come-latelies, there is a 
good chance that A-3 will prove a 
very workable order for most com- 
panies for the duration. 

Even this does not mean that cop- 
per will always be available for the 
asking, notwithstanding repair and 
maintenance endorsements later on 
in the year. But by cooperation and 
conservation between those indus- 
tries which now have A-3 and will 
probably get that rating in the near 
future, the available copper supply 
should prove reasonably sufficient for 
repair and maintenance. 


The WPB Power Branch and, fol- 
lowing its lead, the WPB Communi- 
cations Branch, are two divisions 
of the war organization which are 
practicing a sensible policy of keep- 
ing their industrial ratings as low 
as consistent with the requirements 
of the job. For example, A-10 is 
still adequate for a great many 
items. As a matter of fact, the dis- 
tance between A-3 and A-10 is not 
so great as it may seem on the sur- 
face. (They are 14th and 21st from 
the top.) But when you come to 
copper it means the difference be- 
tween getting it and not getting it. 

One reform really needed in the 
WPB priority administration is to 
crack down on a bad habit of some 
of the other branches whereby very 
high specific ratings for “emergency 
breakdowns” and “emergency inven- 
tories” of designated parts are un- 
necessarily used. Both mining and 
chemical orders offer A-l-a for 
breakdown and A-1-c for stock emer- 
gency supplies. For that matter, 
the WPB Power Branch has author- 
ity, and the WPB Communications 
Branch has, or will soon have, au- 
thority to grant any rating up to 
A-l-a for utility emergency break- 
down situations. 

But the truth of the matter is 
that A-l-a is not always needed. 
And _ so-called “emergency break- 
downs” are not always so clearly 
identifiable in the case of other in- 
dustries as they are in the case of 
a utility industry. When a utility 

-telephone, electric, gas or water- 
works—has a breakdown, you know 
it. Indeed, everybody in town soon 
knows it. A switchboard has been 
destroyed by fire, a transformer has 
blown up, a water or gas main has 
been severed. 
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WELCH INTERVIEWS PEEBLES ON 
L-50 RATIONING ORDER 


Does WPB telephone service curtailment order L-50 restrict switching 
equipment which had already been ordered and was in the process of 
manufacture on the effective date of L-50? 

This question, which has been raised by several manufacturers and 
operating companies, was asked of Leighton H. Peebles, chief of the 
WPB Communications Branch on March 9 by Francis X. Welch, 
TELEPHONY’s Special Washington Correspondent. 


Mr. Peebles believed it unwise at the time to attempt any general 
interpretation of L-50 from this angle. If the order continues to occa- 
sion misunderstanding along this line, however, such an interpretation 
will be forthcoming. 

Meantime, Mr. Peebles said the circumstances in each case would 
have to control. The answer would depend on the extent and nature of 
the particular job—when it was ordered, how far along it was in manu- 
facture at the time of effective date of L-50, and whether the equipment 
in question at that point might still be adaptable for general use. 

Manufacturers or operating companies having any difficulty along 
this line should submit their problem promptly to the WPB for consid- 
eration and a speedy review and decision will be made. 

On the whole, Mr. Peebles was inclined to think that if the equip- 
ment in process of manufacture constituted substantial improvement or 
addition to capital plant, a plea for exemption from L-50 might well be 
denied. 

TELEPHONY’s correspondent pointed out that manufacturers might 
be placed in a difficult position under such circumstances by reason of 
the fact that most telephone equipment is engineered especially to fit 
the local job. Mr. Peebles felt such a generality might be debatable 
in a number of cases. But he hastened to add that the WPB Communi- 
cations Branch would try to see that no hardship is suffered by any 
manufacturer or operating company. By hardship, presumably, is meant 
instances where a manufacturer might be stuck with partially fabricated 
equipment which could not be economically diverted to general purposes. 
Mr. Peebles pointed to paragraph (e) of L-50 which specifically pro- 
vides for appeals to WPB Director of Industry Operations, in any cases 
where compliance with L-50 “would work an exceptional and unreason- 


able hardship.” 


TELEPHONY’s correspondent inferred from Mr. Peebles’ citation of 
this paragraph (e) that, on the whole, order L-50 would require * 
pliance” by manufacturers having partially fabricated orders for equip- 
ment on their hands March 2, 1942. In other words, the WPB, on 
appeal, may relieve manufacturers from such “compliance” where it 
would work “exceptional and unreasonable hardship.” But by this very 
assertion of jurisdiction, partially fabricated orders for equipment would 
not be exempt from the terms of L-50, and manufacturers under such 
circumstances should not assume that such orders are exempt from L-50 
to the extent of disregarding its provisions. 


*‘com- 





But in the case of other indus- is by plugging these little leaks, 





tries the mere fact that a mishap 
may cause the closing down of a 
certain operating unit need not 
queer the whole works to the extent 
of warranting a _hold-everything- 
rush order to the manufacturers and 
foundries under the A-1-a label. 
The point of all this is that A-l-a 
is not always needed. Sometimes 
A-2 will do just as well. Giving an 
industry a higher rating than it ac- 
tually needs to keep its wheels turn- 
ing or its quota production on sched- 
ule is simply a form of flattery. It 


gaps, and drips that the precious 
supply of copper and other scarce 
materials will be made to go around 
enough to keep the really essential 
industries moving, if not actually 
happy. Such economic steps will 
be necessary whether you call it an 
A-3 or a 5-star final. 


As for the prospects of increasing 
the copper supply, they are not very 
good. We must bear in mind, of 
course, that the Army and Navy 
and Lend-Lease continue to get first 
crack at what is available. Their 
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appetites are growing all the time. 
There is plenty of copper lying on 
the docks down in South America 
but not nearly enough shipping to 
move it. With additional sinkings 
by the enemy and diversion of bot- 
toms from the South American runs 
to the more risky United Nations’ 
supply lines, transportation of cop- 
per is going to fall even further 
behind copper production. 


Work is still going ahead on the 
Pan-American highway which should 
be complete next year. But trans- 
porting copper by trucks over such 
a long highway run is economically 
impractical, even if you could get 
the tires for the trucks. A Pan- 
American railroad linking the Mexi- 
can system with lines in Panama 
and to the South might be a solution. 
But it would take years to build; 
and if the building of such a line 
has even been thought of around 
Washington, it is still very much 
of a military secret. 


& ” * 


The WPB telephone service cur- 
tailment order, which was finally re- 
leased last week, turns out to be 
pretty mild. As a matter of fact, 
it is not nearly stiff enough to limit 
the service standards of the indus- 
try to an extent to which telephone 
companies will be forced to limit 
themselves in the future. It is only 
a foretaste of stricter rationing to 
come. 


The WPB Communications Branch 
is probably already at work consid- 
ering further restrictions. 

The order issued last week leaves 
a number of questions up in the air. 
For example, who is going to decide 
when the installation of an exten- 
sion in a private home is necessary 
in the interest of “public health, 
safety or security’? Those terms 
immediately call up in our minds 
circumstances where they would 
clearly apply. A doctor’s home, a 
sheriff’s home, or possibly an air-raid 
warden’s home. But what about the 
dozens and dozens of border-line 
cases that will inevitably arise? 


Supplemental interpretations from 
the WPB Communications Branch 
are one way of going about it; but 
it is not likely to be a very practical 
way even if it is followed. The tele- 
phone companies themselves won’t 
want to assume this responsibility. 


Again, there is the matter of 
policing the enforcement of the or- 
der. How in the world will WPB 
know whether a company is violat- 
ing the order or not? Surely it 
can’t have very many inspéctors run- 
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Write USITA About 
Proposed Tax Increases 


The United States Independent 
Telephone Association, 616 S. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, has asked 
operating telephone companies to 
refer to it any comments as to 
how the proposed increases in 
federal excise taxes (TELEPH- 
ONY of March 7, page 12) af- 
fect their business, and to make 
any recommendations relative to 
the action the association should 
take in connection with the pro- 
posed taxes. Such comments and 
recommendations will aid the as- 
sociation officers in forming the 
policy most beneficial to tele- 
phone companies. 











ning around the country for that 
purpose alone. And if it waits for 
complaints, enforcement is likely to 
grow lax indeed. 

The bulk of the telephone indus- 
try will, of course, cooperate will- 
ingly and thoroughly with the WPB 
in complying with this order and 
future rationing orders. But there 
are bound to be some companies 
which, through misunderstanding or 
even total ignorance, will go ahead 
with their operations the way they 
always have. Such violations, for 
obvious reasons, can scarcely be very 
important, but they would be viola- 
tions just the same. The need for 
local regulatory authority to admin- 
ister such orders becomes more ap- 
parent every day. 


* * 


In TELEPHONY of February 28, 
discussing the likelihood of new pro- 
posals by the Treasury Department 
to the Ways and Means Committee 
for taxing telephone companies, your 
correspondent stated: “Don’t be sur- 
prised if the committee entertains 
a proposal to raise the tax on 
monthly telephone bills from 6 to 10 
per cent— maybe more.” As you 
have doubtless read by this time, 
the Treasury proposed just such an 
increase on the monthly telephone 
tax, together with a tax on long- 
distance calls which roughly amounts 
to about 20 per cent on calls of more 
than 25 cents. 

But surprisingly enough, the tele- 
phone industry was the only public 
utility (other than pipe lines and 
railroads, if you want to call them 
utilities) which the Treasury tax 
experts tapped for more funds. 
Nothing was said about increasing 
the electric power tax or about any 


special tax on gas, which is not even 
taxed at all. 


But it is too soon for the other 
utilities to throw their caps in the 
air. The final bill may catch up with 
them. What usually happens on 
these tax bills is that Congress kicks 
over the traces on some less politi- 
cally popular tax, such as the hus- 
band and wife joint return. Then 
to offset its own action it looks 
around for somebody to make up 
the difference. Could be that the 
other utilities will supply this role 
before the tax bill becomes a law. 


But, as stated above, the telephone 
utilities have been officially tapped 
by the Treasury Department. So 
the question naturally arises—will 
it stick? Will Congress adopt the 
Treasury’s proposal? Or is there a 
chance of cutting it down as was 
done last year? 


It is a little early to judge, but 
the feeling prevails in the nation’s 
capital that the telephone tax will 
stick as recommended by the Treas- 
ury and will be so enacted. About 
the only change we can look forward 
to is the elimination of the some- 
what puzzling 10 per cent “service 
charge” which was proposed on coin 
box calls of less than 25 cents. Such 
a charge is obviously impracticable 
to collect and will doubtless be 
dropped since it would not yield any 
substantial amount of revenue any- 
how. 


At that, the telephone industry 
can be thankful no attempt was 
made to combine taxation with ra- 
tioning. Talk along this line had 
suggested comment on this subject 
in this department two weeks ago. 
If enacted it will be a straight-for- 
ward revenue tax which every tele- 
phone subscriber will pay. For as 
far as the Treasury is concerned, 
the more subscribers pay it the hap- 
pier the Treasury will be. Of course, 
the proposed high income and other 
taxes were urged on the basis that 
they could cut down the mass pur- 
chasing power and the resulting de- 
mand for scarce consumer goods. 


About the only new idea that is 
stirring with respect to the relation- 
ship between rationing and telephone 
rates is the possibility of installing 
a preferred service rate on long- 
distance telephone calls. It is still 
very much in the loose talk stage. 
Maybe nothing will come of it. The 
idea would be to have a preferred 
class of long-distance service that 
could be given to anyone willing to 
pay a premium rate for it. This 
service could be obtained by dialing 


(Please turn to page 26) 
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Iree Batic Qualities 
RTIME OPERATION — 


1. A Standardized Product 
2. A “Tailor-Made” Fit 
3. Unequalled Flexibility 





The views of typical Strowger Automatic exchanges shown here, graphically illustrate features of this 
equipment that are proving of great value under war conditions. 


A most important Strowger feature is standardization. A high degree of uniformity exists in all Strowger 
switches, so that parts are interchangeable and both manufacturing and maintenance costs are reduced. 
Switches of similar types can also be interchanged between frames and often between exchanges to 
meet unforeseen needs quickly and economically. 


Another feature resulting from Strowger small unit design is the ability to tailor every job to fit local 
conditions, by various groupings of standard switching units. This means not only that the original 
installation meets all requirements completely, but also that it can be easily rearranged to meet sudden 
changes such as are often unexpectedly encountered under war conditions. 


A third feature is the over-all flexibility of Strowger small unit design, which is especially appreciated 
when expansion is required for war purposes. In such cases, additional switches can be quickly slipped 
into’ vacant spaces provided for this purpose in the original installation. Even whole new shelves and 
frames can be added without interruption to service or rewiring or otherwise disturbing existing 
equipment. 


Thus the sound principles of Strowger design are aiding operating companies everywhere to meet new 
and changing demands without requiring additional equipment and without incurring excessive rehabili- 
tation expense. 


AUTOMATIC © ELECTRIC 


ORIGINATORS AND DEVELOPERS OF STROWGER STEP-BY STEP MACHINE SWITCHING AUTOMATIC DIA 


MAKERS OF TELEPHONE SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 
Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 


AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CO., 1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, U. S. A. 
Export Distributors: AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CO., LIMITED 











this week’s series of questions re- 

quires a detailed explanation, there- 
fore, we decided to incorporate the an- 
swer in the preface. A messenger call 
is one on which paid messenger service 
is required to bring someone to a tele- 
phone. Messenger calls are subject to 
the person-to-person rate. However, if 
messenger service is required because 
the called station is out of order and a 
particular person was not specified, the 
call is not classified as a person-to-per- 
son call but takes the station-to-station 
rate. 


Tic ANSWER to query No. 4 in 


In a great many cases, the calling 
party pays the message and messenger 
charge but occasionally the customer 
requests the operator to make the call 
collect, or the messenger charge collect, 
or both message and messenger charge 
collect. 

When the calling party asks to have 
the call charged to the called station or 
party, the operator should ask him if 
he also wishes to have the messenger 
charge collected from the called party 
unless he volunteers this information. 
If an affirmative answer is received, 
the operator should ask the calling 
party if he will pay the messenger 
charge if it is not collected by the mes- 
senger. If he guarantees the messen- 
ger charge, the operator will enter “mg 
col” following the entry in the “Special 
Instruction” space and will proceed 
with the call. If the calling party re- 
fused, the operator will explain that 
she cannot accept the call unless he 
will guarantee the messenger charge. 

If the calling party asks to have the 
messenger charge collected from the 
called party on a paid call, the opera- 
tor will proceed as outlined above for a 
similar condition; that is, she will ask 
the calling party if he will guarantee 
the messenger charge if it is not col- 
lected from the called party and will 
proceed accordingly. 

If the messenger charge is not col- 
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lect, the calling station is a public sta- 
tion, and the calling party agrees to 
the messenger charge, before passing a 
report, “MG OK,” to the terminating 
toll center TX, secure the deposit of 
the messenger charge on a call from a 
coin station, or quote the messenger 
charge on a call from an attended pub- 
lic station. In addition, on any call 
except a station-to-station call on which 
messenger service was required because 
the called line was out of order, on 
calls on which a report charge will 
later apply, collect the amount of the 
report charge as well as the messenger 
charge. 

In requesting a deposit, if the report 
charge is 15 cents and the messenger 
charge is 25 cents, say: “Deposit 40 
cents, please, which includes the report 
charge.” 

When “mg col” appears in the “Spe- 
cial Instruction” space and the distant 
operator reports that the amount of 
the messenger charge was not collected, 
the OTC operator should draw a line 
through “mg col” in the “Special In- 
struction” space, enter the amount of 
the messenger charge in the “Messen- 
ger” space if this has not already been 
entered, and enter “mg not col (time)” 
in the space for reports. 

If the information, “MG (amt.) col- 
lected,” is received, the OTC operator 
will enter “OK” following “mg col” in 
the “Special Instruction” space and 
will draw a line through the entry in 
the “Messenger” space, if any. 

On a messenger call, if the message 
charge is collect but not the messenger 
charge, the terminating toll center TX 
must record a second IN ticket which 
is required for accounting purposes. 
After the start of conversation, the 
TTC TX will draw a line through the 
entry in the “Messenger” space and 
enter “mg (amt.) pd at (clg pl)” in 
the space for reports on the first ticket. 
On the second IN ticket she will show 
the calling and called details and will 


enter “mg (amt.) pd. at (clg pl)” in 
the space for, reports and will write 
“mg chg memo” across the face of the 
second IN ticket and file it. 

Referring to question No. 4, if the 
instruction outlined in the preface is 
followed, there should be no difficulty 
if the charges are refused on a collect 
messenger call because the amount of 
the charge must be guaranteed by the 
calling party before an attempt is made 
to complete the call and, on calls orig- 
inating at public stations, the calling 
party guarantees the amount of the 
charge by depositing it in the coin box. 


Questions from Illinois Operators 

1. In case of a very busy period, how 
many calls should a toll operator at- 
tempt to complete at once in order 
not to become confused? 


Please explain “other line” charges. 


wo nw 


Should you break toll circuit on re- 
quest of called number and hold toll 
circuit for reconnecting called num- 
ber after they have talked with an- 
other local number? 

4. On a collect messenger call, if the 
charges are refused by the person 
who receives the message, what is 
to be done in this case? Who pays 
the charge? 

5. If a subscriber asks for a Main 
number and after you say “Thank 
you” he changes the number but 
doesn’t repeat the prefix, should you 
say, “Is that Main (number) ?” or 
just repeat “Thank you.” 

The answers to these questions are 

presented on page 30. 


VV 


Union Employes Buy Bonds 

The Salt Lake (Utah) Telephone 
Employes’ Credit Union has purchased 
$6,100 worth of defense savings bonds, 
according to J. Alonzo Acord, presi- 
dent, and Lawrence G. Andrus, secre- 
tary. 
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Money Talks nu vown tHe une! 


Do you know why the new Western Union Rubber 

ulnech sine Insulators are cutting down breakage costs so success- 

SPECIAL BULLETIN fully? And eliminating a lot of reinstallation expense, as 

well! It’s the best news on the wires today—and we can 
say so frankly because these 


WESTERN UNION 
Rubber INSULATORS 


were designed and proved by Western Union under 
“tough” conditions of coastal fog and humidity. Conti- 
nental collaborated in their creation by developing the 
precisely right rubber compound for insulator service. It’s 
too big a story to tell in any one advertisement, so we’ve 
issued a special folder-bulletin that will give you the 
facts. Just write for it now. 














CONTINENTAL RUBBER WORKS 





eERieég, PEN N A., Bee 8. A. 


2) ARMORED AGAINST THE ATTACKS OF 
: 


b> \ BERMITES 


“Black Beauty" Poles are thoroughly 











treated with creosote to safeguard them 
from the assaults of termites and other 


wood-boring insects. 


You can depend on 


"BLACK BEAUTY POLES 


PRODUCT OF TEXAS CREOSOTING COMPANY 


DISTRIBUTED BY 
AMERICAN 


/ts Whats /nside AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC 


That Counts SALES COMPANY 


; be 1033 WEST VAN BUREN STREET - CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


{+ see BRANCH WARENOUSES AT DALLAS. KANSAS CITY. LOS ANGELES. RICHMOND (VA) AND Sam FRANCISCO 
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ROMISING experiments continue 
e to be made on methods to seal 

cable joints without the use of tin 
bearing solder. The latest experiment 
of this nature, on which we have in- 
formation, offers promise of success 
and makes use of rubber washers or 
gaskets which close the opening be- 
tween the lead sleeve and the cable at 
each end. 

The lead sleeve is carefully beaten 
down on the cable at each end over 
the rubber washers. Pressure is then 
applied with a wire wrap which is 
tightened by the use of a special tool 
to compress the lead sleeve. It is 
claimed that a splice made in this man- 
ner and without any solder wipe holds 
gas of the usual cable pressure for an 
indefinite period. Please let us have 
your ideas on this most important 
subject. 


* * * 


The many telephone friends of Capt. 
Charles E. Ward will be pleased to 
learn that he is now on active duty in 
the Plant Division, Army Communica- 
tions Branch, Office of the Chief Sig- 
nal Officer in Washington, D. C. Cap- 
tain Ward is from the Southern Bell 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. where he 
was state engineer of various states in 
Dixie for a number of years. 


* * * 


We learn that the natives of some 
far-northern countries refer to sleet 
storms as “Glitter Storms.” Now, we 
understand the origin of that old say- 
ing, ‘All is not gold that glitters.” 


> a. wa 


We often hear the remark here in 
Washington these days to the effect that 
if you cannot obtain an appointment 
with an individual, call him on the 
telephone and conduct your business in 
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this 
visitors 
cooling their heels for hours waiting 


manner. 
have advised 


Numerous Washington 
me that after 


to talk to an individual, they have 
given up in despair, returned to their 
hotel, and called up on the telephone 
and completed their business in a few 
minutes. 

One thing we have learned though: 
it is absolutely useless to leave your 
name and ask a party to call you on his 
return. Few ever bother to call in 
answer to such requests, due, no doubt, 
to the general pressure. Likewise, it 
is very annoying to be talking to any- 
one and have him interrupted by the 
telephone every few minutes. World 
War No. 1 may have been one of let- 
ter writing, but No. 2 is certainly one 
of wired communication. 


. oe 2 


George Morse of the Reliable Elec- 
tric Co. paid us a visit last week and 
agrees that Maj. Carl Kraege looks 
fine in his soldier suit. 


— oe 


The Cook Electric Co. held a dinner 
meeting at the Hotel Washington in 
Washington, D. C., on the evening of 
March 6. The sound movie in color, 
“Danger Live Wires,” explaining pro- 
tection in action was shown. An in- 
teresting discussion took place on the 
main frame and protector equipment 
on display. The purpose of the meeting 
was to secure from those present sug- 
gestions and recommendations in con- 
nection with new Cook protection 
equipment with respect to military use. 


The Cook company was well repre- 
sented by President W. A. Hasselhorn, 
K. C. Gillette, Chester Ruth, John Jaap, 
and Samuel E. Adair. About 60 guests, 
mostly communication men from the 
various governmental departments in 








Washington, were in attendance. Rep- 
resented were the U. S. Army Signal 
Corps, Navy, Coast Guard, Department 
of Interior, Panama Canal Commission, 
Lend - Lease Administration, WPB, 
Treasury Department, Southern Rail- 
road, the U. S. Independent Telephone 
Association, the British and the New 
Zealand Purchasing Commissions. 


% 


John R. Hubbard, formerly with the 
Lexington Telephone Co., Lexington, 
Ky., is now employed as a civilian 
telephone engineer in the Plant Divi- 
sion, Office of the Chief Signal Officer. 


s + -.s 


Enjoyed a surprise visit from Ray 
Krueger, Chicago, IIl., advertising man- 
ager of the Kellogg Switchboard & 
Supply Co., who was in Washington, 
D. C., last week. Ray met practically 
all of the press relations people of the 
War and Navy Departments and admits 
they are a fine bunch and that they 
taught him many things for which he 
is grateful. 





STRAIN 
PHONE WORK: In 
struction it is often necessary to turn 
right angle corners with two or more 


INSULATOR IN TELE- 
rural line con- 


wires. On a heavy lead, a two-pole 
corner is desired although the expense 
of this type construction is hardly jus- 
tified for only one or two circuits. 
When wood brackets are used, clear- 
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Strain insulators are recommended for a telephone 
installation as shown above. 


ance and holding power may be difficult 
to obtain. 

We have used strain insulators for 
this purpose, in the manner indicated 
in the accompanying photograph, with 
entirely satisfactory results. This 
method is easy to install, is inexpen- 
sive and provides ample holding power 
with no clearance problems. Eye bolts 
may be used for attaching the strain 
insulators to the pole, if desired. 
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Major DeWitt to Aid in 
Forming Signal Corps Units 

In response to the Army’s call for 
the formation of Signal Corps units 
made up of experienced telephone men, 
as recently announced by the United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion, Maj. C. B. DeWitt, U. S. Army 
retired and now owner of the Iowa- 
Minnesota Telephone Service, Lime 
Springs, Iowa, has offered to sponsor 
and assist in the organization of such 
units. 

Major DeWitt’s progressiveness in 
the telephone business and his wide ex- 
perience in military affairs place him 
in an excellent position to be of con- 
siderable assistance in the formation of 
such units. 


oe 


Wage-Hour Moves to N. Y. 
Offices of the Wage and Hour Ad- 
ministration have been moved from 
Washington, D. C., to 1560 Broadway, 
New York City, N. Y., to alleviate the 
over-crowded condition in the nation’s 


capital. From now on hearings and 
other activities will be centered in 
New York. 
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TELERING 
ECONOMY 
RELIABILITY 





ONLY ONE CONTACT! 


@ Reliable ringing service is essential 
in providing satisfactory telephone 
service. 


@ Use TELERING and provide the 
MOST reliable service at the LEAST 


cost. 


Current Consumption Negligible 


Positively No Radio Interference 


@ Directly converts Commercial Alter- 


nating Current to Telephone Ringing | 


Current. 


@ You can always depend upon our 
full co-operation and prompt service. 


Sold by Leading Telephone Distributors 


TELKOR, tne. 
ELYRIA, OHIO 
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or calling some specified number or 
operator, to be used exclusively for 
such preferred service. 

The purpose would be to allow 
calls which are really urgent to go 
ahead of calls which are less urgent, 
on the theory that if a subscriber 
is really in a hurry he will be willing 
to pay the difference. Such a prac- 
tice would be following the rate pat- 
tern which has already been adopted 
by other forms of communications 
and transportation services. 

When you ride on a train you can 
either travel in the coach or pay 
something extra and travel in a pre- 
ferred section of the train. In Eu- 
rope they have three and, in some 
countries, even four classes of pas- 
senger transportation. Telegraph 
cable companies have different rates 
for deferred and preferred mes- 
sages. But, so far, the only differen- 
tial which telephone companies have 
been allowed to install has been to 
cut the station-to-station rate during 
off-peak hours and over week-ends— 
which is not the same thing at all. 

If anything does come of this pre- 
ferred service idea for long-distance 
calls, the government would prob- 
ably see to it that most of the extra 
money goes to work for the country 
in the form of taxes. But it might 
be that connecting companies could 
get a better break in toll compensa- 
tion if such a plan were put into 
effect. 


Miscellaneous 

The U. S. Civil Service Commis- 
sion has enlisted the help of the 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. in working out a training pro- 
gram for teletype operators which 
the government needs badly. Candi- 
dates are given a brief course by 
the telephone company. Next, they 
are given 100 hours’ additional 
training (over a 60-day period) by 
the federal bureau employing them. 
The training is principally designed 
to make teletype operators out of 
stenographers and typists already in 
federal employment. Minimum speed 
requirement is 60 words a minute. 


Still another shake-up in the war 


organization of the federal govern- 
ment is a matter of gossip along 


the Rialto. But it won’t be an-- 
thing like the recent earthqua‘e 
which annihilated SPAB and OP \ 
and threw Donald Nelson to the top 
of WPB. Instead, it is said thit 
Mr. Nelson will quietly chloroform 
several divisions or branches of his 
organization which have not been 
clicking or have been getting in the 
way of other branches. The WPB 
Division of Civilian Supply—which, 
incidentally has some _ aspirations 
with respect to the communications 
industries —is among _ those 
agencies on the suspect list. 


sub- 


Superannuated telephone booths, 
no longer suitable for active service, 
make excellent sentry boxes these 
cold days, as the members of the 
Metropolitan police force patrolling 
bridges and viaducts in the District 
of Columbia have found out. A 
policeman guarding the railroad 
viaduct on the first block of L 
Street, N. E., says he would like to 
paint his with red and white stripes 


just like the sentry boxes in the 
movies. 
The recent WPB order freezing 


the sale of new and used typewriters 
may have found a number of tele- 
phone companies unprepared. If so, 
they will be glad to know that next 
month a rationing formula for un- 
freezing the typewriting machines 
will be announced. It is expected 
that office operations of essential 
commercial agencies such as public 
utilities will be given preferred 
status. 


The FCC has set down April 1, 
1942, for hearings on the matter 
of special telephone charges on long- 
distance calls from hotels, apartment 
houses, and clubs in the District of 
Columbia. 


VV 


Telephone Lines Hard 
Hit by Wind, Snow 

The Chambersburg, Pa., exchange of 
the United Telephone Co. suffered 
heavily from the high winds and four- 
inch snowfall that swept the area 
March 2. Rain which turned the snow 
into a heavy, sodden mass was a heavy 
factor in the damage reported. Al- 
though the service in the area was not 
severely hampered, 25 poles were re- 
ported down. 

A 15-inch snowfall was reported in 
Fairmount, W. Va., where the Chesa- 
peake & Potomac Telephone Co. oper- 
ates. Approximately 50 local telephones 
were reported out of order and several! 
lines were down. 
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Civilian Defense, 
Telephone Service 


(Continued from page 12) 








the military and civilian communi- | 


cation channels. 


Local Organization 
For Air Raid Protection 

Volunteer workers must be or- 
ganized, trained and equipped. In 
some communities, a_ recruiting 
office may be established where 
volunteers for all types of civilian 
defense may be signed up. 

Broadly speaking, air raid pro- 
tection work from the standpoint 
of communications involves the fol- 
lowing groups as illustrated by the 
OCD chart, Exhibit C: 


(1) A Warden Organization, which 
can be assembled into service when 
conditions warrant, to patrol the com- 
munity and report incidents, damage 
and casualties. 

(2) Emergency Groups responsible 
for dealing with incidents, i.e., rescue, 
repair, fire fighting, medical and other 
such defense squads. 

(3) A Control Center, or head- 
quarters organization, which 

(a) Warns the community of im- 
pending danger, such as po- 
tential air raids. 

(b) Musters the Wardens and 
Emergency Groups for duty 
when needed. 

(c) Receives Warden reports of in- 
cidents. 

(d) Dispatches appropriate defense 
units to deal with the incident. 

(e) Maintains contact with neigh- 
boring communities for ex- 
change of assistance as needed. 

(f) Keeps District Control Center 
or other supervisors of civilian 
defense advised of major inci- 
dents and requests or offers of 
help as needed. 

(To be continued) 
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WPB Issues Order on 
Rationing of Trucks 

A rationing regulation by the War 
Production Board, effective March 9, 


places telephone companies in Class I | 
to purchase new trucks, truck-tractors | 


and trailers. The program will be ad- 
ministered by WPB and the Office of 
Defense Transportation. 


It is stated that forms for making | 


application to buy trucks will be avail- 
able where they are sold. (Although 
the Office of Price Administration is 


rationing tires, it will not handle or- | 


ders for trucks.) 
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MAKE THE MOST 


OF THE EQUIPMENT YOU HAVE— 
BY USING “AR” REBUILDING SERVICE! 





If you plan future automatic operation, send in your 
present telephones to us for economical conversion. 


Both for the national welfare and for your own economy, 
every item of equipment you have should be utilized to 
the utmost. AR Rebuilding Service can help you to do 
this at low cost, by providing: 

(1) factory rebuilding of equipment which you have on 
hand or in storage, but which is not in usable 
condition; 

(2) modernization of equipment which is obsolete; 

(3) conversion of unsuitable equipment to fit your 
present needs. 

Remember, AR Rebuilding Service employs the latest 
factory methods applied by experienced telephone crafts- 
men—produces equipment that looks and performs like 
new! Write for prices. 


THE MARK OF QUALITY 
IN REBUILDING SERVICE 





AUTO MATIL 


MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 





Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 
AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, 
1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, U. S. A. 
Export Distributors: AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, LIMITED 


ELECTRIC 
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Chance BACK TRUSSES 
relieve cross arm 


strain Chance back trusses and terminal 
brackets put the dead-end load 
where it belongs and add years to the life of 
cross arms. Lines dead-ended on pins exert a 
heavy twisting strain on the arm and in a sur- 
prisingly short time the arm has to be replaced. 
With the Chance back truss method lines are 
dead-ended on terminal brackets mounted on the 
face of the arm. The load is evenly distributed 
and pulls directly against the steel truss. Most 
of the installation job can be done on 
the ground. 

Once you have used this method you 
Write for com- 






will use nothing else. 
plete details. 





i 
INDUSTRIES) 


A-B- CHANCE CO- census 


MISSOURI 





ON GUARD! 


TAPAX Manhole Cushions will help you guard 
against the need to replace manhole frames 
and covers. They cushion the shock of passing 
traffic, make noisy covers quiet—and this is 
important when you are faced with (1) heavy 
increase of truck traffic and (2) shortage of 
cast iron, making manhole cover replacements 
difficult. Truck transportation is one important 
life-line of National Defense; you can’t afford 
to take chances with your underground system. 
Send today for a sample of TAPAX Manhole 
Cushions. It is approved by A. T. & T. Long 
Lines Division. 


TAPAX MFG. CO., INC. 


117 Spencer Place 


Mamaroneck 








Commissions 
and Courts 





FCC Releases Report 


On Salaries 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission on March 3 issued a salary 
report of telephone and telegraph car- 
riers and holding companies for 1940 
showing 632 officials in those groups 
who drew salaries of $10,000 or more 
for 1940 as contrasted with 593 the 
year previous. 

In 1940 a total of 575 telephone offi- 
cials and 57 telegraph officials were 
so paid, compared with 543 and 50 
respectively in 1939. In 1940 seven 
telephone and telegraph officials re- 
ceived salaries of $62,500 and over. 
Two telephone officials were paid $66,- 
000, and four others received $86,333, 
$90,000, $100,000 and $206,250 respec- 
tively. One telegraph official was paid 
$85,000. 

All common carriers and the compa- 
nies which control them are required 
to furnish such information in their 
annual reports. Due to paper conser- 
vation, this report is not available for 
general public distribution but may be 
consulted at the commission’s offices. 
No names are listed in this report. 


Vv 


Rehearing Denied Plaintiff 
In Mountain States T. & T. Case 

The Idaho Supreme Court on Janu- 
ary 22 denied the rehearing of the case 
of Henry Rief against the Mountain 
States Telephone & Telegraph Co. in 
which Mr. Rief sued the telephone com- 
pany for certain bodily injuries sus- 
tained when he was struck by the 
screen door of the company’s office 
while walking along the sidewalk. 

The court held that the maintenance 
and use of the screen door did not in 
itself constitute a substantial obstruc- 
tion or interference with the “free or 
comfortable enjoyment of life or prop- 
erty within the meaning of our stat- 
ute, and that the maintenance and use 
of this door did not constitute either a 
public or private nuisance per se under 
any statute of this state.” 

The case first arose September 4, 
1939, in Nampa, Ida. Mr. Rief was 
walking past the offices of the Moun- 
tain States Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. when he was struck down by the 
screen door which opened outward. 


J 


On September 9, 1939, Mr. Rief com- 
menced action in the Canyon county 
district court against the estate own- 
ing the property and the telephone 
company for the recovery of resulting 
damages. Both the estate and the tele- 
phone company demurred to the plain- 
tiff’s complaint on the ground it did 
not state facts sufficient to constitute 
a cause of action. On January 17, 1941, 
the trial court sustained these de- 
murrers and granted the appellant 20 
days within which to file an amended 
complaint. February 8, 1941, no 
amended complaint having been filed, 
the court entered judgment of dismis- 
sal from which this appeal was prose- 
cuted and this year denied an appeal 
for a rehearing. 


Vv 


Montana Telephone Rates 
To Be Based on Zoning 

Local telephone rates throughout 
Montana will be based on a zoning 
system instead of the present arbitrary 
base rate area system, effective March 
1. Use of the zoning system, which will 
leave all rates at approximately the 
same level as at present, with reduc- 
tions in some areas previously outside 
the base rate areas, was approved Feb- 
ruary 24 by the Montana Railroad & 
Public Service Commission, 

The base rate areas, in nearly all 
cases, will be enlarged, Commissioner 
Paul Smith said, thus giving more tele- 
phone users an opportunity to benefit 
by the local rates. 


Vv 


Hotels Lose Appeal on 
Telephone Rates 

The right of hotels in New York 
state to charge more than scheduled 
rates on local and long-distance tele- 
phone calls was denied by a New York 
Court of Appeals ruling in Albany 
March 5. The ruling upheld the New 
York Public Service Commission, which 
ordered hotels to adhere to the cur- 
rent schedule filed with the commission 
by the New York Telephone Co. The 
schedule allows a 10-cent charge for 
each local call made from a hotel room, 
and a surcharge of five cents on long- 
distance tolls under 50 cents, and 10 
cents on tolls over 50 cents. 


TELEPHONY 





_—_— ao Ct a> 


m- 
ity 

n- 
ne 
ng 
le- 


lid 
ite 





Officials of the telephone company 
stated that all hotels, as far as the 
company knew, have followed this 
schedule since the state supreme court 
jssued an order last July restraining 
them from charging more than the 
scheduled rates. (TELEPHONY, August 
2, 1941, p. 28.) 

The court of appeals ruling upheld 
decisions of the Albany County Su- 


preme Court and the Appellate Divi- | 
sion. The appeal was taken jointly by | 
the New York Telephone Co. and a | 
group of New York City hotel com- 


panies. 


Officials of the New York Hotel As- 


sociation declined to discuss the pos- 


sible effect of the ruling upon telephone | 
service given by hotels to their guests. | 

Frank Boland, counsel for the hotels, | 
said there is pending before the public | 


service commission a proceeding seek- 
ing a reduction in rentals charged by 
the telephone company for telephone 
equipment in the hotels and compen- 
sation for the hotels for acting as 
agents of the company in the collection 
of tolls. 

Under the court of appeals’ decision, 
the state commission may penalize ho- 
tels making an extra service charge 
above the scheduled rates by requiring 
the telephone company to take away 
their telephone service. 

Telephone company officials said that 
five cents of the 10-cent charge al- 
lowed on local calls goes to the hotels 
for their services, as do the surcharges 
permitted on long-distance calls. 
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Denies Motion in Utah 
Toll Rate Case 


The Utah Public Service Commission 
on February 27 denied the request of 
the Mountain States Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. for discontinuance of a rate 
case investigation and called a hearing 
in the matter for March 23 in Salt 
Lake City. 

On October 17, 1941, the commission 
filed a complaint against the telephone 
company, alleging unreasonable dis- 


crimination for intrastate toll services | 


and ordered the reduction of those 
rates to the level of rates charged by 
the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. on long lines (interstate) over 
comparable distances. 

The defendant filed an answer to the 
commission’s complaint on November 
22, 1941, urging withdrawal because 


of the war emergency and alleging that | 


the proposed reductions were discrim- 


inatory. After two months of confer- | 
ences during which the company’s at- | 


torneys attempted to dissuade the com- 
mission from pursuing its proposed 
course, the company filed an amended 


MARCH 14, 1942 





You cannot buy 
better pole line 
hardware than that 
which bears 


the L-M trademark 


& it is designed the way 


you want it 
& it is built to last 
®& it is packed for convenience 
®& it is shipped promptly 
& it is RIGHT in ALL WAYS 
LINE MATERIAL CO. 
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puts the 'S° in Telephone Service! 
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Heavy overloading with ice, | 
rubbing of tree limbs, the risks 
of inadequate sag and poorly 
made ties... any one of these 


can cause drop wire trouble, current 
backage and eventual replacement. No 

wonder this is the toughest of all the 

outside services. 

That’s why you want the toughest, most re- 
sistant wire available. And here’s why you 
get it from Roebling. Better than 30% rubber 
insulation . . . two ply, closely woven cotton 
braid . . . thoroughly saturated with asphalt 
ob compound . . . coated with high-melting-point 
pitch . . . and finished with flake mica for 
easy handling. 
Available in twisted pair or twin parallel. er 
And you can pick whichever conductor you 

prefer .. . hard-drawn tinned copper, copper- 
weld, iron or any one of 3 grades of bronze \e 
depending upon service requirements. 


JOHN A. ROEBLING’S SONS COMPANY 


TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 
Branches and Warehouses in Principal Cities 


MANY OTHER TYPES 


of Roebling Telephone Wires and Cables are 
made in our mills under complete Roebli: 
supervision and inspection—including Zinc- 
coated Line Wire, Interior Wire, Telephone 
and Switchboard Cable, Steel Suspension and 
Guy Strand. Wire Rope and Fittings. 
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Speed and ease of installation are 
features that crews and engineers 
appreciate in Everstick Anchors. 
Nut housing locks, anchor firmly on 
rod —entire unit is installed and 
expanded in a minimum of time. 


Write for new bulletin. 


EVERSTICK ANCHOR CO. 
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answer. It contended that the pro- 
posed reduction would constitute con- 
fiscation of that portion of its prop- 
erty and asserted that in order to prove 
such confiscation, the company would 
have to make a prohibitive separation 
study costing not less than $100,000. 
According to Charles A. Esser, com- 
| mission secretary, the proposed reduc- 
| tions of intrastate toll fees would 
| amount to a saving of approximately 
$123,000 a year to Utah telephone 
users. These figures are based on the 
| company’s own computations, he said. 


Vv 


FCC Hearing April 1 on 
Special Hotel Charges 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission has ordered a hearing to be 
held April 1 in the matter of special 
telephone charges of hotels, apartment 
houses and clubs on interstate and for- 

| eign telephone communications. 

It has further decreed that copies of 
this order shall be served on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Public Utilities Com- 
mission, the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., the Chesapeake & Po- 
tomac Telephone Co., the Hotel Asso- 
ciation of Washington, D. C., and the 
Apartment House Owners & Managers 
Association in the District of Columbia. 


Vv 





Frank Warren Goes with 
Utility Commissioners 

Frank B. Warren, author of the ar- 
ticle in last week’s issue of TELEPHONY 
entitled ‘‘Rationing of Telephone Serv- 
ice,” has resigned as principal attorney 
of the Federal Communications Com- 
mission and accepted a position as 
assistant general solicitor of the Na- 
tional Association of Railroad & Utili- 
ties Commissioners. The change is 
effective March 15 and Mr. Warren 
will remain in Washington, D. C., with 
the NARUC office there. 

Mr. Warren has excellent qualifica- 
tions (March 7 issue, page 15) for his 
new position. He is a lawyer of out- 
standing ability, with experience in 
carrier and utility regulation, and is 
thoroughly acquainted with state and 
federal commission work. 


Vv 


Vandergrift, Pa., Abolishes 
Handset Charges 

The loss in revenue on _ handset 
charges of the Vandergrift Telephone 
Co., Vandergrift, Pa., will amount to 
approximately $1,250 per year but will 
constitute a saving for subscribers 
since the extra charge has _ been 
abolished. 


After a number of conferences be- 





Answers to Questions 
On Page 22 


1. A toll operator should not be- 
gin work on a second circuit 
until she has disposed of the 
attempt in hand, that is, she 
should not work out on two 
toll circuits at the same time. 
After answering a line signal 
on an inward call, the opera- 
tor should not cut out until 
the connection has been estab- 
lished or the call otherwise 
disposed of, even though a 
flashing cord signal is re- 
ceived. 

2. An “other line” charge is a 

term used to designate a spe- 

cial charge for the use of the 
line of another telephone com- 
pany. 

No. 


4. The answer is contained in the 
preface. 


5. The operator should verify by 
saying “Is that Main (called 
number) ?” 











tween the personnel of the Pennsyl- 
vania Public Utility Commission and 
the officials of the Vandergrift com- 
pany, the commission suggested or rec- 
ommended that the extra charge on 
handsets be abolished, and in lieu there- 
of, an installation charge on all types 
of service be adopted. 


Vv 


Wilkie to Represent Madison, 
Wis., in Rate Hearings 

Harold M. Wilkie has been selected 
by the city of Madison, Wis., as its 
special counsel in the forthcoming 
hearings before the Wisconsin Public 
Service Commission concerning a pro- 
posed telephone rate increase in Madi- 
son by the Wisconsin Telephone Co. 


Vv 


Summary of Commission 
Hearings and Rulings 


Federal Communications Commission 

March 2: New Jersey Bell Tele- 
phone Co. and other associated Bell 
companies granted special permission 
for continuing authority to publish and 
file certain of its schedules and charges 
on not lighter than 16-pound paper of 
durable quality instead of 20-pound 
paper required by section 61.52 of the 
commission’s rules, as shown in appli- 
cation. 

March 5: American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. (long lines dept.) 
granted special temporary authority to 
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communicate from Lawrenceville, N. J., 


to Honolulu subject to conditions and | 


limitations, for period not later than 
December 1, 1942. 

March 5: American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., near Hialeah, Fila., 
granted modification of license to cover 
construction permit for local move of 
point to point telephone station and 
add transmitter. 


Illinois Commerce Commission 

March 10: Hearing at Chicago on 
application filed by Winnebago County 
Telephone Co., Winnebago, for author- 
ity to sell the Peoples Mutual Tele- 
phone Co., Davis. 

March 11: Hearing at Chicago on 
application filed by Illinois iell Tele- 
phone Co. in the matter of the proposed 
change in the base rate area for tele- 
phone service at its Lockport exchange 


as stated in the company rate schedule. | 


Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission 

March 2: Authority granted Tri- 
State Telephone & Telegraph Co. to 
convey and transfer to, and the North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. authorized 
to accept and acquire all the assets of 
the Tri-State company including all the 
indeterminate permits and franchises, 
including those which may hereafter be 
acquired from the Nicollet County 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., and that 
thereupon the Northwestern company 
shall assume all debts and obligations 
of the Tri-State company and _ shall 
thereafter render service in lieu of the 
Tri-State company at the rates in effect 
until the change was authorized. 

March 3: Authority granted Mrs. 
John Rose, individual owner of the 
Freeport Telephone Co., Freeport, 
Minn,. to sell all the assets of the com- 
pany, including its indeterminate per- 
mit, franchises and other licenses, to 
John Rose. 

The commission also ordered that 
nothing should be construed to be an 
approval by the commission of any in- 
crease or change in rates and charges 
or diminution of service in the terri- 
tory now served by the lines. 


Nebraska State Railway Commission 

March 2: Authority granted North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. to re- 
arrange limits of base rate area at its 
West Point exchange, and to apply base 
rates to territory outside the city 
where extensive development has taken 
place. 

March 5: Application filed by North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. to reduce 
business rates in Nebraska rural areas 
of its Yankton, S. D., exchange from 
$3.00 to $2.75 and rural residence 
rates from $2.50 to $2.25 to corre- 
spond with rates charged in similar 
areas in South Dakota. 

March 5: Application filed by North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. for author- 
ity to offer “combined main station” 
service and rates as a substitute for 
“combined business and residence serv- 
ice,” to meet a demand for connections 
that will ring bells at both places and 
thus permit secretarial service. 


New York Public Service Commission 
March 11: Hearing at New York on 
petition filed by Southern Bell Tele- 


phone & Telegraph Co. for consent to 
increase the amount of capital stock. 
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The Cuneo Press, Inc. 
has had years of experi- 
ence in the field of print- 
ing telephone direc- 


tories. 


Large proof reading 
staffs — suitable equip- 
ment — complete ship- 


ping facilities. 


THE CUNEO PRESS INC. 
CHICAGO, 


WITH CONVENIENT PLANTS 
NEW YORK 





HLL. 


PHILADELPHIA 


MILWAUKEE 





SINCE 


1889 


NATCco 
CLAY CONDUIT 


The proved and standard 
Protection for Underground 


Telephone Cables. 


Cheapest in the long run. 
Highest quality and a full 
line of shapes. 


National Fireproofing Corp. 


202 E. Ohio Street, N. § 
PITTSBURGH, PA 





ELEPHONE 


DIRECTORY 


RINTING 


It is accurate 
printing and effi- 
cient printing. 


Collection of Pay 
Station Taxes 

In the case of public pay stations 
where all revenue is collected in the 
coin box, the 6 per cent federal excise 
tax does not apply, it is stated in the 
March 6 bulletin of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association. 
On toll calls of 25 cents and over, the 
toll tax applies and should be collected 
at the time money is deposited in the 
coin-box in payment for the message. 

In the case of pay stations that are 
semi-public, where the company col- 
lects a guarantee of a minimum charge, 
the 6 per cent tax applies to the guar- 
antee and all money in excess thereof 
deposited in payment for messages of 
24 cents and less, tax to be paid by the 
guarantor. The tax on messages of 25 
cents and over is collected by the de- 
posit of coins in addition to the charge 
for the message. 


Vv 


| DCB Given Control Over 


| Communications 


Wire Facilities 

President Roosevelt signed an execu- 
tive order March 7 giving the Defense 
Board, headed by 


| James L. Fly, powers with regard to 
| “the use, control and closing of sta- 
tions and facilities’ for wire communi- 


cations. 


William D. Hassett, White House 
secretary, said that the powers, cover- 


| ing telegraph, telephone and cable fa- 


cilities, were similar to those over radio 
facilities given to the beard by a Presi- 
dential order of December 10. The 
President acted under Section 606 of 
the Communications Act of 1934 as 
amended January 26, 1942. (See 
TELEPHONY, December 27, 1941, for 


text of Section 606.) 


| not 


A board spokesman said that the 
order did not mean a “general taking 
over” of wire facilities and the order 
emphasized that “so far as possible” 
any action taken pursuant to it should 
interfere with the procurement 


news 
the Industry : 


needs of civilian governmental agen- 
cies, the normal functioning of indus- 
try or the maintenance of civilian 
morale. 


The introductory clauses of the 
order, however, stated that it was is- 
sued because “it is necessary in the 
interest of national security and de- 
fense and for the successful prosecu- 
tion of the war that the government of 
the United States take over, use and 
operate certain facilities for wire com- 
munications or parts thereof.” 

Provision is made for just compensa- 
tion for the use of any facilities taken 
over. 


The board was authorized to exert 
its authority under fixed regulations, 
most of which follow: 


“1. The board shall determine and 
prepare plans for the allocation of such 
portions of governmental and non-gov- 
ernmental wire facilities as may be re- 
quired to meet the needs of the armed 
forces, due consideration being given 
to the needs of other governmental 
agenc’es, of industry and other civilian 
activities. 

“2. The board shall, if the national 
security and defense and the success- 
ful conduct of the war so demand, 
designate specific facilities for wire 
communications or portions thereof for 
use, control, supervision, inspection or 
closure by the Departments of War, 
Navy or other agencies of the United 
States Government. 

**3. The board shall, if the national 
security and defense and the successful 
conduct of the war so demand, pre- 
scribe classes and types of facilities for 
wire communications or portions there- 
of which shall be subject to use, con- 
trol, supervision, inspection or closure, 
in accordance with such prescription, by 
the Departments of War, Navy or 
other agency designated by the board. 

“4, Every department and_inde- 
pendent agency of the government 
shall submit to the Defense Communi- 
cations Board, at such time and in such 
manner as the board may prescribe, 
full information with respect to all use 
made or proposed to be made of any 
facility for wire communication and of 
any supervision, control, inspection or 
closure which has been or is proposed 
to be effected pursuant to Paragraph 3 
thereof, 
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“5 No facility for wire communi- 
cation shall be taken over and oper- 
ated in whole or in part or subjected 
to governmental supervision, control or 
closure unless such action is essential 
to national defense and security and 
the successful conduct of the war. 


“6. Until and except so far as said 
poard shall otherwise provide, the own- 
ers, managers, boards of directors, re- 
ceivers, officers and employes engaged 
in wire communication shall continue 
the operation thereof in the usual and 
ordinary course of business, in the 
names of their respective companies, 
associations, organizations, owners or 
managers as the case may be.” 


“7, The head of any department or 
agency which uses or controls any fa- 
cility for wire communication pursuant 
to the terms of this order shall ascer- 
tain the just compensation for the use 
or control of such facility and recom- 
mend such just compensation in each 
such case to the President for approval 
and action by him in accordance with 
the provisions of subsection (e) of Sec- 
tion 606, as amended, of the Communi- 
cations Act of 1934. 


“8. By subsequent order of the 
board, the use, control, or supervision 
of any facility for wire communication 
or class or type thereof assumed under 
the provisions of this order may be 
relinquished in whole or in part to the 
owners thereof and any restrictions 
placed on any station or facility for 
wire communication pursuant hereto 
may be removed in whole or in part. 


“9. All terms herein used shall have 
the meanings ascribed to such terms 
in Section 3, as amended, of the Com- 
munications Act of 1934.” 


It is interesting to note that Francis 
X. Welch, TELEPHONY’S special Wash- 
ington correspondent, predicted this 
ation of the President on page 12 of 
the December 27, 1941, issue of 
TELEPHONY in the following language: 


“(3) The Defense Communications 
Board emerged as the probable heir to 


emergency powers that would be dele- 
gated to the Federal government under 
the Lea bill above-mentioned. 
does not mean that the DCB, as a 
board, would itself conduct the opera- 
tion and supervision of telephone and 
telegraph facilities which might have to 
be seized or controlled. But the DCB 
would be responsible for determining 
and creating such an operating set-up.”’ 


Vv 


Defense, Conservation Keynote 
Of Oklahoma Meeting 


The fact that business as usual must 
be subordinated to full cooperation in 
winning the war was emphasized in 
most of the addresses delivered at the 
district meeting of the Oklahoma Tele- 
phone Association, held at Geary, 
March 6. 


C. E. Devin, Apache, president of the 


association, pointed out that most of 
the work of the organization is now 
centered on keeping its members fully 
informed on regulations of military 
authorities and war boards dealing 
with priorities, tire rationing, and co- 
operation of civilians in defense activi- 
ties. In such matters the association is 
keeping in close touch with the United 
States Independent Telephone Associ- 
ation and transmitting all information 
received from that organization direct- 
ly to members of the Oklahoma asso- 
ciation. 


President Devin also called attention 
to the great amount of additional serv- 
ice being given by the Oklahoma asso- 
ciation in connection with information 
and assistance in making out reports 
on new and increased federal taxes. 
For these and other reasons member- 





Texas Telephone Association, 
Hotel Adolphus, Dallas, March 
18 and 19. 


Kansas Telephone Association, 
Hotel Jayhawk, Topeka, April 2 
and 3. 


Iowa Independent Telephone 
Association, Hotel Ft. Des Moines, 
Des Moines, April 7, 8 and 9. 


Nebraska Telephone Associa- 
tion, Hotel Paxton, Omaha, April 
14 and 15. 


Ohio Independent Telephone 
Association, Deshler- Wallick 
Hotel, Columbus, April 21 and 22. 


United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Spring Con- 
ference, Hotel Stevens, Chicago, 
April 28 and 29. 





COMING CONVENTIONS 


Indiana Telephone Association, 
Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, May 
6 and 7. 


Illinois Telephone Association, 
Pere Marquette Hotel, Peoria, 
May 12 and 13. 


Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Sterling Hotel, 
Wilkes-Barre, May 21, 22 and 23. 


New York State Telephone As- 
sociation, Hotel Syracuse, New 


York, May 25, 26 and 27. 


Wisconsin State Telephone As- 
sociation, June 3 and 4. 


Missouri Telephone Associa- 
tion, Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas 
City, November 16, 17 and 18. 
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Quality comes first with every telephone 
man when he buys supplies. And the 
Roebling name—outstanding in wire for 
more than a century, backed by long serv- 
ice records in the field—is your safeguard 
of consistent, trouble-free performance. 
Equally important is prompt service. And 
because Buckeye carries in stock at all 
times, a complete line of Roebling tele- 
phone wires and cables—you can get on- 
the-dot delivery—from experienced telephone 
suppliers—people you can depend on to 
fill your orders correctly, immediately. 
Roebling's extensive engineering and re- 
search facilities are at the command of 
Buckeye customers in connection with the 
products shown below. 


Outside and Interior Telephone Wire 


Bare Copper or Bronze Wire 


Telephone and Switchboard Cable 


Galvanized Steel Strand 









Galvanized Steel Wire 
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ship in the association means more to 
telephone people than ever before, Mr. 
Devin declared. 

Telephone managers and employes 
were urged by H. P. Dougherty, divi- 
sion plant superintendent, Southwest- 
ern Bell Telephone Co., Oklahoma City, 
to conserve all vital telephone mate- 
rial, such as wire, cable, copper, iron 
and rubber. He advised that all such 
material, not already in use, should be 
salvaged. He also advised unusual 
care in maintenance of cable and drop 
wires to ‘keep them from damage by 
trees and to minimize damage from 
weather. 

Marlene Hutchinson, chief operator, 
Geary Telephone Co., Geary, told how 
operators can assist in the war effort 
by asking subscribers to limit toll calls 
to necessities in order to keep com- 
munication lines as free as possible for 
military and official business. 

Referring to maps and instructions 
carried in United States civilian de- 
fense bulletins, L. J. Bullis, division 
commercial superintendent, Southwest- 
ern Bell Telephone Co., Oklahoma City, 
explained the control system of the 
Citizens’ Defense Corps, especially as 
it relates to duties of telephone execu- 
tives and employes. 

Tom Marts, manager, Western Light 
& Telephone Co., Watonga, pointed out 
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Fill in Questionnaire 
Of USITA on Tires 

The March 6 bulletin of the 
United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association to member 
companies contained a question- 
naire whereby the _ association 
hopes to cooperate with the tele- 
phone industry in meeting the 
problems that will arise from the 
rationing of tires. 

All telephone managers should 
carefully fill in the USITA’s 
tire questionnaire and return it 
promptly to the association’s of- 
fices at 616 S. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago, Ill., so that factual in- 
formation will be on hand when 
the National Defense Committee 
finds it approach 
authorities in Washington about 
securing tires for operating tele- 
phone companies. 


necessary to 











Prompt Shipments from 
Conveniently Located Warehouses 


AMERICAN CROSS - ARM, INC. 


STROMBERG-CARLSON TELEPHONE MFG. CO. 


Factory and General Offices: 100 Carlson Rd., Rochester, N. Y., U.S.A. 


San Francisco 


some of the many changes in telephone 
systems, particularly in traffic condi- 
tions, brought about by the war. He 
advised that telephone company man- 
agers and employes fully explain these 
limited traffic conditions to patrons so 
that the public will be ready to co- 


operate in meeting any emergency de 
mands that may be placed upon them 
by national defense requirements, 
J. W. Walton, vice president, Okla- 
homa Telephone Co., Broken Arrow, 
explained how employes of his company 
are purchasing war stamps and bonds 
regularly through a systematic, C0-op- 
erative plan inaugurated by his organi- 
zation. Mr. Walton also presided as 
toastmaster at the noonday luncheon, 


A telephone operator cannot “come 
to her job and do her best, at the same 
time having fully on her mind the 
events of the night before,” declared 
Alma I. Bates, operator, Southwest 
Telephone Co., Purcell, in a paper on, 
“An Operator’s Total Responsibility.” 
She also said that operators in the of- 
fice should watch their posture at the 
board and be as quiet as possible in 
the operating room. 

The Geary meeting was attended by 
75 telephone people, mostly from cen- 
tral and western Oklahoma, although 
some were from other sections of the 
state. At the noonday luncheon, T. N. 
Lyon, of the Geary chamber of com- 
merce, particularly commended the 
service of Claude Smithpeter, manager 
of the Geary Telephone Co., and of the 
former manager, Horace Truman. H. 
W. Hubenthal, association secretary, 
responded to Mr. Lyon’s address. 
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A POWERFUL 


RINGING CONVERTER 


Has Proven Its Efficiency Under 
Most Severe Operating Conditions 


Sub-Cycle is built for heavy duty—requires no 
routine maintenance—cannot interfere with radio 
reception—is economical in operation—and quiet 
—output voltage regulation between no load and 
full load is very close. In it there are NO MOV- 
ING PARTS TO ADJUST. 
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L. L. RUGGLES 


Ruggles New Vice President 
Of Automatic Electric 

Leonard L. Ruggles, for many years 
staff sales engineer for American Auto- 
matic Electric Sales Company, has been 
elected vice president of that organiza- 
tion, and has been assigned new duties 
as staff officer in connection with gov- 
ernment sales. In this new capacity, he 
has taken over the duties formerly 
handled by H. S. Williams of the com- 
pany’s New York office, who was called 
to active service with the 
January 12. 


Navy on 


Mr. Ruggles is an electrical engineer- 
ing graduate of Purdue University, and 
has been continuously in the employ of 
Automatic Electric Company and its 
associated companies for 23 years. Dur- 
ing that time he has been actively en- 
gaged in various branches of telephone 
egineering, manufacture, and _ pro- 
motion, his early experience including 
installation, engineering inspection, and 
esearch and development. 

For the past 15 years, he has been 
engaged in various sales promotional 
activities, and recently, as staff sales 
engineer, he has maintained close con- 
tact with large telephone operating 
Wganizations, both in the United 
States and Hawaii, serving them in 
Various sales engineering and consult- 
ing capacities. 

Mr. Ruggles’ headquarters will be in 
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Chicago, and he will maintain close and 
frequent contact with various govern- 
ment departments in Washington and 
elsewhere. 


Vv 


Converts 6,000 Pennies 
Into Defense Bonds 

Six thousand pennies were turned in 
for defense bonds March 2 by John 
Oscar, an employe of the Kellogg 
Switchboard & Supply Co. The pennies 
represent an education fund started 18 
months ago for the Oscar child. Ap- 
proximate weight of the pennies was 
37 pounds. 

By converting the pennies to bonds 
at this time, Oscar receives credit in 
his company’s defense bond payroll 
allotment plan, that is based on a com- 
petitive “War Games” program. With 
a large map as a battleground, each 
bond purchased moves an army closer 


to some enemy objective, such as 
Tokyo, Berlin and Rome, etc. To date, 


SHARE IN 





JOHN OSCAR (left), employe of the Kellogg 

Switchboard & Supply Co., recently turned in 6,000 

pennies to Paymaster PHIL VETTER, for the pur- 

chase of defense bonds. Approximate weight of 
the pennies was 37 pounds. 


the employes of the Kellogg company 
have subscribed for $72,000 worth of 
bonds. 
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Addition at Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

The Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., Ft. Wayne, Ind., has awarded a 
contract for a $125,000 addition to its 
main office building in Ft. Wayne. The 
new building which will adjoin the 
present building, will be three stories 
in height and will be constructed of 
brick. 











Distributed by 


JOSLYN MFG. & SUPPLY COMPANY 





SOLID 


SHANK 


The Strongest 
Known Shovel 


e Solid Shank Tele- 
5 i d in one 

aph Shovel is forge 
ese from a solid bar of steel. 
clusive in construction 
t shovel known. 


@ The Sturde 


It is ex 
—the stronges 
America’s largest shovel users 

_ railroads, mills, mines—sPec 
ify, use and universally — 
Solid Shank as first in utility, 

service life and economy. 

Every light, power; and ne 
munications user who has teste 
this shovel now srandardises 
on Sturdee Solid Shank—they 
will have no other. 

Reduced costs will follow - 
you specify Sturdee Solid Shan 
for all telegraph shovels. 


sTURDF TOOLS 
a TRuk TEMPER 


Prooucr 


Cross-section ot 
right illustrates 
the solid shank, 
one piece con- 
struction of 
Sturdee Tele- 
graph Shovels. 
22 inch, straight 
handle socket. 
13 gauge, heat 
treated blade. XX 
grade hickory 
or ash handle, 
sanded and 
waxed. Length 








6 feet to 12 feet. 








Executive Offices 
20 North Wacker Drive * 


Principal Cities of the United States 


Chicago, Illinois 
Branches and Warehouses with Complete Stocks in 
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Chicago 


Daniel H McNulty, Manager 
Free Bulletin” 


egers Park Station 


Named on Board 

Election of WILLIAM C. RASTETTER 
Jr., president and secretary of Louis 
Rastetter & Sons Co., to the board of 
directors of the Home Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., Ft. Wayne, Ind., fills a 
vacancy created by the death of Charles 
M. Niezer. 


Vv 


Assumes High Post 

The Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. has announced that effective March 
1, CHARLES M. WASLEY assumed the 
duties of chief statistician in the 
Minneapolis central office. He is a 
graduate of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, and has worked for the Bell 
company since 1929. 
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Changes at Little Falls, Minn. 
Don V. OATHOUT, for the past three 

years manager of the Northwestern 

Bell Telephone Co. in Little Falls, 








dependable 


Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TIE CO. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 








Consulting Telephone Engineer 
“Modernization of 
Equipment and Methods 
for Improved Service” 


GARRISON BABCOCK 
1104 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 














POLES 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. entrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 








International Creosoting and Construc- 
tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 








ls 





well Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
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Minn., has been promoted as traffic 
chief for the same company at head- 
quarters in Minneapolis and assumed 
his new duties there March 1. 

H. S. ForsyTH, manager of the Mor- 
ris exchange of Northwestern Bell, will 
be the new Little Falls manager. 


Vv 
New Manager at Custer, S. D. 


E. W. SMITH, manager for several 
years of the City of Beresford Tele- 
phone Co., Beresford, S. D., went to 
Custer, S. D., on March 1 to assume 
management of the Custer County 
Telephone Co. there. For the last 17 
years Mr. Smith has been associated 
with the Beresford company which is 
municipally-owned, and prior to that 
he was with the Bell company for two 
years in Beresford. 


VV 
N. Y. Wire Chief Retires 


HOWARD TYRELL, wire chief for the 
Upstate Telephone Co., Gloversville, 
N. Y., was recently honored at a din- 
ner party, the affair marking Mr. 
Tyrell’s retirement after 30 years of 
service with the Upstate company. 

Mr. Tyrell began his telephone 
career in 1912 as a testboard man with 
the old Glen Telephone Co. in Glovers- 
ville. When the company was taken 


over by the present corporation, he 
stayed on and in 1925 was appointed 
wire chief, which position he held un- 
til retirement. 
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ADVERTISING CO. 


Pevek hore 
DERE QE 
| DAVE Ke ead (. ee 


A SALES(ORCANIZ ATI 


That Has Never Failed to 

Produce More Net Revenue 

(All Costs Considered) for 

Telephone Companies Served. 
If INTERESTED in more net 


telephone directory revenue 
write or call at our expense. 


LOOMIS ADVERTISING CO. 


Telephone Bidg., 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Citizens Trust Bidg., 135 So. Second St., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. Philadelphia, Pa. 



























































ATLANTIC 
Creesoting Co., Inc., 17 Battery Pi., N. Y. C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Conduit 


PLANTS AND OFFICES: 
jew Orleans, La. Jackson, Tenn. Boston, Mass. 
d, Louisville, Miss. New York, N. Y. 
Savannah, Ga. Pniladeiphia. Pa. 
Annapolis, Md. Chicago, tI. 
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ee DIRECTORY fee 






L.M. BERRY & CO. 


TELEPHONE L.D. 16 
TELEPHONE BLDG., DAYTON, OHIO 



















Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive 


CHICAGO 











HERDRICH and 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


ACCOUNTING 
BOGGS 








SLOAN & COOK 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals — Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 








STURGIS 


OPERATOR CHAIRS 
A model for every need 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS 


ROCHESTER, N.Y 





Easily and quickly adjustec 


STROMBERG-CARLSON- TELEPHONE MFG. CO 





J. W. WOPAT 


Consulting Engineer 

Telephone Engineering 

Construction Supervision 
Appraisals—Financial 
Rate Investigations 


1510 Lincoln Bank Tower 


Fort Wayne, Ind. 








J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Financial Investigations, 


$324 Bankers Bidg., Chicage 





Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 
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Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 
Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 








NEW STYLE STEWART 
CABLE TESTERS 
With balanced coil. Locates 
shorts, crosses, grounds and 
wet spots; also 00 circuit. 


nm Sy 
trial. ” 
00 STEWART BROS. 


Ottawa, Ill. 











D'rectory PRINTING 


with a volume that provides 
specialized attention and eco- 
nomical production—with room 
for more. Please write. 

E. W. STEPHENS CO., Columbia, Missouri 














REPAIR SERVICE 


REPAIR SERVICE for desk or wall 
phones. Receivers, switchboard parts. 
Transmitters rebuilt and refinished. @ 
40 cents each. Independent Telephone 
Repair Company, 1432 W. 15th Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 





FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Miscellaneous 3 and 5 
bar wall telephones, all in good work- 
ing condition, at $5.00 each. Mille 
Lacs Telephone Company, Onamia, 
Minnesota. 


HELP WANTED 





A SMALL INDEPENDENT TELE- 

| PHONE COMPANY wants: One cable 

repair man, one assistant wire chief, 

two combination men. State age, ex- 

perience and salary wanted. Write No. 
9075, care of TELEPHONY. 


HELP WANTED: Combination 
trouble man and installer. For full in- 
formation write Troy-Tipp Telephone, 
Inc., Troy, Ohio. 


HELP WANTED: Central office 
equipment engineer, familiar with auto- 
matic, common battery and magneto 
equipment of all types. Capable of 
engineering central office conversions, 
maintenance and rehabilitation pro- 
grams. Must be a man of broad ex- 
perience. Telephone Services, Inc, Lin- 
coln Tower, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 





WANTED TO BUY 


WANTED TO BUY: Used ringers 
and generators—Western Electric, 
Stromberg-Carlson or Kellogg. Inde- 
pendent Telephone Repair Company, 
1432 W. 15th Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

















avoid slow deliveries. 














Refinished and Reconditioned _ | 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC CO. 
WALL TELEPHONES 


W.E. Co. 2-AA DIALS 
A.E. Co. No. 23 DIALS 


These can be furnished with either a plain black or flemish 
oak wood cabinet. They make a very attractive telephone and 
will be good for years of service. These can be furnished with | 
straight line or harmonic ringers. Get your order in now and 


Write us for prices today. 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


with 


Reconditioned 
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Service Men Offered 
Government Life Insurance 

National service life insurance--~a 
form of term insurance—is available 
for all persons who enter active serv- 
ice in the land or naval forces of the 
United States, according to a story in 
The Transmitter, employes’ magazine 
of the Chesapeake & Potomac Tele- 
phone Co. 

Application must be made to the 
Veterans’ Administration, Washington, 
D. C., within 120 days after entrance 
into such service. A maximum of 
$10,000 has been set as the combined 
amount of national service life in- 
surance and U. S. government life in- 
surance any one person may carry. 

The insurance is issued on a five- 
year premium term plan, but may be 
converted into ordinary life, 20-pay- 
ment life or 30-payment life plans at 
any time up to five years, after the 
policy has been in effect one year. 

Those who are not carrying the full 
amount of such insurance may do so 
upon re-enlistment in either land or 
naval forces provided they apply for 
additional insurance within 120 days 
after re-enlistment. 

Men now in the service, whose pe- 
riod of active military service has been 
extended by the act of August 18, 1941, 
and who do not carry the full amount 
of the insurance, may apply for addi- 
tional insurance up to and including 
December 16, 1941. 
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Cincinnati Man Retires 

The Cincinnati & Suburban Bell 
Telephone Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, an- 
nounced the retirement of J. J. BECKER, 
vice president and a director, from 
active service February 1 under the 
company’s retirement plan. Mr. Becker 
entered the service of the telephone 
company in 1913 as an accountant. He 
next became auditor and in 1938 was 
elected vice president and _ general 
auditor. He relinquished the position of 
general auditor in 1940. 

He has been an active member of 
Kilgour chapter, No. 3, Telephone 
Pioneers of America for many years, 
having served as president in 1939-40. 
He was presented with a life member- 
ship in the organization at the recent 
annual dinner. 
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E. R. Hannibal Ill 

The many friends of E. R. HANNI- 
BAL, vice president and general man- 
ager of the West Coast Telephone Co., 
Everett, Wash., and director of the 
United States Independent Telephone 
Association, will be sorry to learn he 
has been ill for about six weeks, during 
which time he underwent an operation. 
He is now convalescing at 1450 Hamil- 
ton St., Palo Alto, Calif. 
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IME was when an army’s 
communications depended 
on fleet-footed runners... brave 
men who faced danger, and 
carried messages through to 


vital points. It often took days. 


All that is changed. Today, 
an army’s signal corps uses 
and even 


radio, telephone, 
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A MODERN 
MESSAGE 
TO GARCIA 


teletype to do the job faster. 


Exide salutes the brave and 
progressive men of the U. S. 
Army Signal Corps. And Exide 
Telephone Batteries, whether 
emergency reserve, signalling, 
common battery, or P. B. X. 
stand by to help carry un- 


limited messages to Garcia. Ex ide 


THE ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERY COMPANY, Philadelphia 
The World’s Largest Manufacturers of Storage Batteries for Every Purpose 
Exide Batteries of Canada, Limited, Toronto 


TELEPHONE BATTERIES 





